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Emergency stimulus to Duncan Hunter Before Trump’s inauguration, Matt 


soar above $1 trillion sentenced a pandemic warning Wuerker 
The W.H. and Dems are pushing proposals The former California Days before an untested new president took The cartoonist’s 
with avast array of provisions that will easily top representative gets power, officials briefed the incoming White House daily take on the 
S1 trillion after negotiations began Tuesday. 11 months in prison. on a scenario like the one he faces now. world of politics. 
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Biden faces 


pressure on 
his VP pick 


BY NATASHA KORECKI 
AND MARC CAPUTO 

Joe Biden’s confirmation of the 
biggest open secret in politics — 
that he would pick a woman as 
his running mate — was just the 
start of athorny selection process 
that touches not only on gender 
but race, geography, experience 
and personal chemistry. 

The array of choices in play, ac- 
cording to Biden advisers and al- 
lies, reflects the competing forces 
bearing down on Biden as he looks 
to the general election. Sens. Ka- 
mala Harris, Amy Klobuchar and 
Elizabeth Warren are top names. 
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, 
Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bot- 
toms and Nevada Sen. Catherine 
Cortez Masto also are in the mix. 

There’s a powerful current of 
thought in Democratic circles 
that Biden needs to choose a 
black woman after the African 
American electorate indisputably 
revived his campaign in South 
Carolina and the South. But it’s 
by no means a certainty. 

“Tthink it’s necessary for it to be 
a woman, and I prefer an African 
American woman. That’s my pref- 
erence,” House Majority Whip Jim 
Clyburn told POLITICO in an in- 
terview. Clyburn’s endorsement of 
Biden before South Carolina’s Feb. 
29 primary was a transformative 
moment for Biden’s campaign. 

Clyburn said Biden’s pick for a 
running mate is one of the most 
important decisions he’ll make. 
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Joe Biden has been dogged by 
questions about his age and his 
failure to attract younger voters. 


Coronavirus threat jolts D.C. 
as Congress scrambles to act 


SUSAN WALSH/AP 


Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said some of his members didn’t like the House bill. “My counsel to them is to 
gag and go for it anyway ... and to address those shortcomings in the bill we’re in the process of crafting.” 


Why Republicans are 
embracing bailouts 


BY MELANIE ZANONA 
AND MARIANNE LeVINE 

For Republicans, this time is 
different. 

Senior GOP lawmakers are mov- 
ing quickly to inject as muchas $1 
trillion into the economy to save 
a slew of industries and millions 
of jobs from the devastation of 
the fast-spreading coronavirus. 
They’re even talking about hand- 
ing out $1,000 checks to Americans 
— anidea first pushed by a Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate. 

Such a massive rescue package 

BAILOUT on page 11 


DREW ANGERER/GETTY IMAGES 
President Donald Trump’s support 
for a $1 trillion virus relief bill is 
key for the congressional GOP. 


Congress 
crafting 
package at 
‘warp speed’ 


BY JOHN BRESNAHAN, 
MARIANNE LeVINE 
HEATHER CAYGLE 

AND JAKE SHERMAN 


Majority Leader Mitch McCo- 
nnell said the Senate will work at 
“warp speed” to craft a massive 
stimulus package to help Ameri- 
cans deal with the economic fallout 
from the coronavirus crisis, vowing 
senators “willnot leave” Washing- 
ton until it’s done. 

And Senate Majority Whip John 
Thune said Tuesday there is a “high 
level of interest” among Republi- 
cans for a Trump administration 
proposal to send as many as two 
$1,000 checks directly to indi- 
vidual Americans to help respond 
to the economic slowdown, a move 
that could cost an estimated $500 
billion, according to GOP sources. 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin made a pitch for the ini- 
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Why vote-by-mail may not save 
our elections from disruption 


BY KIM ZETTER 

The spreading coronavirus is 
starting to create a difficult choice 
for the nation’s election supervi- 
sors: force people to keep voting in 
person, despite the risk of conta- 
gion, or rush into a vast expansion 
of voting by mail. 

Already, the pandemic has 
forced Louisiana, Georgia, Mary- 
land, Kentucky and Ohio to post- 
pone their presidential primaries, 
while reportedly contributing to 
lower than average turnout in 
Tuesday’s primaries in Illinois and 
Florida. It has also inspired some 


lawmakers and activists to call for 
much broader use of postal voting, 
a way for Americans to cast bal- 
lots despite the lockdowns, quar- 
antines and limitations on crowds 
taking hold across the country. 
But some election experts warn 
an abrupt adoption of vote-by-mail 
systems in states that aren’t suf- 
ficiently prepared would introduce 
new risks and avenues for disrup- 
tion. The results, they say, could 
bring widespread confusion or 
even disenfranchise voters. 
“Rolling something as complex 
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